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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 
EDWARD ALDEN 
 
Edward Alden is the Bernard L. Schwartz senior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and a visiting professor at Western Washington University. He is the author 
of Failure to Adjust: How Americans Got Left Behind in the Global Economy and 
coauthor of How America Stacks Up: Economic Competitiveness and US Policy. He was 
previously the Washington bureau chief for the Financial Times.  
 
JAMES ATKINSON 
 
James Atkinson is the senior technical manufacturing trainer for GE Appliances in 
Louisville, Kentucky, where he oversees technical training and postsecondary 
education programs and manages two maintenance apprenticeship programs, 
including FAME. He previously held positions at Ford Motor Company, UPS and the 
University of Louisville. He currently serves as the president of the KYFAME Greater 
Louisville chapter. 
 
GARDNER CARRICK 
 
Gardner Carrick is vice president of strategic initiatives for The Manufacturing Institute 
at the National Association of Manufacturers. Prior to joining the Institute, he worked 
at the US Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration where he 
was communications director and project director for an initiative focused on regional 
talent development.  
 
RON HASKINS 
 
Ron Haskins is senior fellow emeritus in economic studies at the Brookings Institution, 
where he previously co-directed the Center on Children and Families and served as a 
senior consultant to the Annie E. Casey Foundation. He spent 14 years on the staff of 
the House Ways and Means Committee and served as President George W. Bush’s 
senior advisor for welfare policy. 
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TAMAR JACOBY 
 
Tamar Jacoby is president of Opportunity America. A former journalist and author, she 
was a senior writer and justice editor at Newsweek and, before that, the deputy editor 
of the New York Times op-ed page. She is the author of Someone Else’s House: 
America’s Unfinished Struggle for Integration and editor of This Way Up: New Thinking 
About Poverty and Economic Mobility. 
 
ROBERT LERMAN 
 
Robert Lerman is an institute fellow at the Urban Institute, professor emeritus of 
economics at American University and a research fellow at IZA in Bonn, Germany. 
Previously a staff economist for the Congressional Joint Economic Committee and the 
US Department of Labor, he recently founded the American Institute for Innovative 
Apprenticeship. 
 
JAMES MCCASLIN 
 
James McCaslin is the provost at Southcentral Kentucky Community and Technical 
College. He chairs United Way of Southern Kentucky’s College and Career Readiness 
team and just completed two terms on the South Central Workforce Development 
Board.  
 
AUDREY WEBB 
 
Audrey Webb is the Alabama Advanced Manufacturing Apprenticeship Program 
(ALAMAP) project director at the Alabama Community College System (ACCS). Before 
joining ACCS, she served as an electronic engineering instructor at Gadsden State 
Community College, and before that, she worked as a manufacturing industry project 
engineer. 
 


