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Kenneth Adams is dean of workforce and economic development at Bronx Community 

College. Before joining BCC, he was acting commissioner of the New York State Department 

of Taxation and Finance and, before that, president and CEO of Empire State Development 
and commissioner of the New York State Department of Economic Development. 
 

Julian L. Alssid, chief marketplace engagement officer at Social Tech, Inc., recently 
stepped down as vice president of workforce development at the Community College of 

Rhode Island. Before joining CCRI, he was chief workforce strategist for College for America 
at Southern New Hampshire University.  
 

Peter Riley Bahr is an associate professor at the Center for the Study of Higher and 
Postsecondary Education at the University of Michigan. He previously held a faculty 

appointment at Wayne State University and research appointments in the chancellor’s office 

of the California Community Colleges and the California Department of Education.   
 

Michael Bettersworth is vice chancellor and chief innovation officer at Texas State 

Technical College. Founder of SkillsEngine, a TSTC affiliate that works to align curricula with 
industry needs, he was previously the executive director of TSTC Forecasting. 
 

Earl Buford is CEO of Partner4Work, the workforce development board for Allegheny 
County and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was previously president and CEO of the 

Milwaukee workforce development board, Employ Milwaukee, and executive director of the 
Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership/BIG STEP. In 2014, he served on Vice President Joe 

Biden's workforce development advisory taskforce. 
 

Ryan Craig is cofounder and managing director of University Ventures, an investment firm 

focused on new approaches to postsecondary education. He previously led the education 

and training team at Warburg Pincus, where he was the founding director of Bridgepoint 
Education. He is the author of A New U: Faster + Cheaper Alternatives to College (2018), 

among other books. 
 

Amy Ellen Duke-Benfield is a senior fellow at the National Skills Coalition, where her work 

focuses on state postsecondary policy, among other issues. She was previously a senior 
policy analyst at the Center for Law and Social Policy. 
 

Aaron Fichtner is president of the New Jersey Council of County Colleges. He has served 
as commissioner, deputy commissioner and assistant commissioner for planning and 

analysis at the New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development and as 

director of research and evaluation at the Heldrich Center for Workforce Development at 
Rutgers University. 
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Joseph Fuller is professor of management practice at the Harvard Business School, where 

he co-leads the Managing the Future of Work Initiative. He holds a distinguished fellowship 

at the Strada Institute on the Future of Work and a visiting fellowship at the American 
Enterprise Institute.  
 

Sean Gallagher is executive director of the Center for the Future of Higher Education and 
Talent Strategy at Northeastern University, where he is also an executive professor of 

educational policy. He is the author of The Future of University Credentials: New 
Developments at the Intersection of Higher Education and Hiring (2016). 
 

Kimberly Green is executive director of Advance CTE. 
 

Tamar Jacoby is president of Opportunity America. A former journalist and author, she 

was a senior writer and justice editor at Newsweek and, before that, the deputy editor of 
the New York Times op-ed page. She is the author of Someone Else’s House: America’s 

Unfinished Struggle for Integration (1998). 
 

Kemi Jona is assistant vice chancellor for digital innovation and enterprise learning at 
Northeastern University. Previously, he was research professor of learning sciences and 

founding director of the Office of STEM Education Partnerships at Northwestern University. 

 

Anne Kress is president of Northern Virginia Community College. Before coming to NOVA, 

she was president of Monroe Community College and, before that, provost and vice 

president for academic affairs at Santa Fe Community College.  
 

Russell McCaffery is dean of transportation programs at Broward College and CEO of 

McCaffery Global Corporation, a transportation security consulting firm. Before joining 
Broward, he was deputy federal security director at the Transportation Security 

Administration.  
 

Ajita Menon is interim president and CEO of Calbright College. Prior to joining Calbright, 

she served as senior adviser to the chancellor of the California Community Colleges and, 
before that, as special assistant to the president for higher education policy in the Obama 

White House. 
 

Steven Partridge is vice president for strategic partnerships and workforce innovation at 

Northern Virginia Community College. Before joining NOVA, he was president and CEO of 

Charlotte Works, the workforce development board for Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina.  
 

Bill Pink is president of Grand Rapids Community College, where he was previously vice 
president and dean for workforce development. Before taking the helm in Grand Rapids, he 

was vice president for academic affairs at Oklahoma State University–Oklahoma City.  
 

Robert Schwartz is a senior research fellow at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Coauthor of the seminal 2011 report, Pathways to Prosperity: Meeting the Challenge of 
Preparing Young Americans for the 21st Century and co-founder of the national Pathways to 

Prosperity Network, he is currently a principal in Harvard’s cross-university Project on 

Workforce. 
 

Matt Sigelman is CEO of Burning Glass Technologies, a leading labor market analytics firm 

that uses artificial intelligence to analyze and predict hiring trends. He served previously 
with McKinsey & Company and Capital One. 
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Hanna Skandera is a member of the Colorado state board for community colleges and 

occupational education. From 2011 to 2017, she served as the secretary of education for 

the state of New Mexico. Before that, she was deputy chief of staff and senior policy adviser 
for US Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings.  
 

Monty Sullivan is president of the Louisiana Community and Technical College System. His 
previous postsecondary leadership positions include chancellor of Delgado Community 

College and vice chancellor for academic services and research for the Virginia Community 
College System. 


